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Trump's 
historic 2nd 
trial opens with 
jarring video 
of siege 


By LISA MASCARO, ERIC 
TUCKER, MARY CLARE 
JALONICK and JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Democrats opened Don- 
ald Trump's historic second 
impeachment trial Tues- 
day by showing the former 
president whipping up a 
rally crowd to march to the 
Capitol and "fight like hell’ 
against his reelection de- 
feat, followed by graphic 
video of the deadly attack 
on Congress that came 
soon after. 
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In this image from video, Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., the president pro tempore of the Senate, who is presiding over the second 
impeachment trial of former President Donald Trump, opens the trial day in the Senate at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, 
Feb. 9, 2021. 
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Trump's historic 2nd trial opens with jarring video of siege 


Continued from Front 


The lead House prosecu- 
tor told senators the case 
would present "cold, hard 
facts’ against Trump, who 
is charged with inciting the 
mob siege of the Capitol 
to overturn the election he 
lost to Democrat Joe Bi- 
den. Senators sitting as ju- 
rors, many who themselves 
fled for safety that day, 
watched the jarring video 
of Trump supporters bat- 
tling past police to storm 
the halls, Trump flags wav- 
INg. 

"That's a high crime and 
misdemeanor,’ said Rep. 
Jamie Raskin, D-Md.,_ in 
opening remarks. ‘If that's 
not an impeachable of- 
fense, then there's no such 


thing.” 
Trump is the first president 
to face impeachment 


charges after leaving of- 
fice and the first to be 
twice impeached The 
Capitol siege stunned the 
world as hundreds of rioters 
ransacked the building to 
try to stop the certification 
of Biden's victory, a domes- 
tic attack on the nation's 
seat of government unlike 
any in its history. Five peo- 
ple died. 

Acquittal is likely, but the 
trial will test the nation's 
attitude toward his brand 
of presidential power, the 
Democrats’ resolve in pur- 
suing him, and the loyalty 
of Trump's Republican allies 
defending him. 

Trump's lawyers are insist- 
ing that he is not guilty of 
the sole charge of "incite- 
ment of insurrection,” his 
fiery words just a figure of 
speech as he encouraged 
a rally crowd to ‘fight like 
hell" for his presidency. But 
orosecutors say he "has no 
good defense" and they 
promise new evidence. 
Security remained = ex- 
tremely tight at the Capi- 
tol on Tuesday, a changed 
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In this Jan. 6, 2021, file photo rioters loyal to President Donald Trump try to brenk ihrewah a police 


barrier at the Capitol in Washington. 


place after the attack, 
fenced off with razor wire 
with armed National Guard 
troops on patrol. The nine 
House managers walked 
across the shuttered build- 
ing to prosecute the case 
before the Senate. 

White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said Biden 
would not be watching the 
trial of his predecessor. 
"Joe Biden is the president, 
he's not a pundit, he's not 
going to opine on back 
and forth arguments," she 
said. 

With senators gathered as 
the court of imopeachmert, 
sworn to deliver "impartial 
justice," the trial was start- 
ing with debate and a vote 
over whether it's constitu- 
tionally permissible to pros- 
ecute Trump after he is no 
longer in the White House. 
Trump's defense team has 
focused on the question 
of constitutionality, which 
could resonate with Re- 
oublicans eager to acquit 
Trump without being seen 
as condoning his behavior. 
Lead lawyer Bruce Castor 
said that no member of the 


former president's defense 
team would do anything 
but condemn the violence 
of the "repugnant" attack, 
and ‘in the strongest possi- 
ble way denounce the riot- 
ers." 

Yet Trump's attorney ap- 
oealed to the senators as 
“oatriots first," and encour- 
aged them to be "cool 
headed" as they assess the 
argumenis. 

At one pivotal point, Raskin 
told the personal story of 
bringing his family to the 
Capitol the day of the riot, 
to witness the certifica- 
tion of the Electoral Col- 
lege vote, only to have his 
daughter and_ son-in-law 
hiding in an office, fearing 
for their lives. 

"Senators, this cannot be 
our future," Raskin said 
through tears. "This cannot 
be the future of America." 
The House prosecutors ar- 
gued there is no “January 
exception’ for a president 
on his way out the door. 
Rep. Joe Neguse, D-Colo., 
referred to the corruption 
case of William Belknap, a 
war secretary in the Grant 
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administration, who was 
impeached, tried and ul- 
timately acquitted by the 
Senate after leaving office. 
"President Trump was not 
impeached for run of the 
mill corruption, miscon- 
duct. He was impeached 
for inciting a violent insur- 
rection - an_ insurrection 
where people died, in this 
building,” Neguse said. lf 
Congress stands by, he 
said, ‘it would invite future 
presidents to use their pow- 
er without any fear of ac- 
countability.” 

It appears unlikely that the 
House prosecutors will call 
witnesses, in part because 
the senators were witnesses 
themselves. At his Mar-a- 
Lago club in Florida, Trump 
has declined a request to 
testify. 

Trump's defense team has 
said it plans to counter with 
its own cache of videos 
of Democratic politicians 
making fiery soeeches. "We 
have some videos up our 
sleeve," senior Trump ad- 
viser Jason Miller said on a 
podcast Monday. 
Presidential impeachment 


trials have been conduct- 
ed only three times before, 
leading to acquittals for 
Andrew Johnson, Bill Clin- 
ton and then Trump last 
year. 

Timothy Naftali, a clinical 
associate professor at New 
York University and an ex- 
pert on impeachment, said 
in an interview, ‘This_ trial 
is one way of having that 
difficult national conversa- 
tion about the difference 
between dissent and insur- 
rection." 

The first test Tuesday was to 
be ona vote on the consti- 
tutionality of the trial, signal- 
ing attitudes in the Senate. 
The chamber is divided 
50-50 between Democrats 
and Republicans, with a 
two-thirds vote, 67 senators, 
required for conviction. 

A similar question was 
posed late last month, 
when Sen. Rand Paul of 
Kentucky forced a vote to 
set aside the trial because 
Trump was no longer in of- 
fice. At that time, 45 Re- 
publicans voted in favor 
of Paul's measure. Just five 
Republicans joined with 
Democrats fo pursue the 
trial: Mitt Romney of Utah, 
Ben Sasse of Nebraska, Su- 
san Collins of Maine, Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska and 
Pat Toomey of Pennsylva- 
nia 

Because of the COVID-19 
crisis, senators were al- 
lowed to spread out, in- 
cluding in the "marble 
room’ just off the Senate 
floor, where proceedings 
are shown on TV, or even in 
the public galleries above 
the chamber. Most were at 
their desks on the opening 
day, however. 

Presiding was not the chief 
justice of the United States, 
as In previous presidential 
impeachment trials, but 
the chamber's senior-most 
member of the majority 
party, Sen. Patrick Leahy of 
Vermont.LJ 
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Palm Beach to decide whether Trump can stay at Mar-a-Lago 


"a 


By TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, _ Fla. 
(AP) — As the Senate's im- 
peachment trial of former 
President Donald Trump 
begins Tuesday in Washing- 
ton, a matter even more 
important to his immediate 
future is being discussed 
some 990 miles to the south 
by the Palm Beach Town 
Council: Whether he can 
continue living at Mar-a-La- 
go. The council members 
will hear their attorney's 
opinion on whether the 
town can bar Trump from 
living at his club. That was 
the deal Trump's lawyer of- 
fered nearly 30 years ago: 
He told the town in 1993 
that Trump would be pro- 
hibited from living there if 
it allowed him to convert it 
from a residence to a club. 
But this promise was not 
specifically included in the 
written agreement, which 
may take precedence. 
That's because, technical- 
ly, Trump is an employee 
of the corporation that of- 
ficially owns Mar-a-Lago — 
and the written agreement 
only bars members from liv- 
ing there. Under town regu- 
lations, a club can provide 
onsite housing to its em- 
ployees. Trump moved into 
Mar-a-Lago on Jan. 20, the 
day he left office. 

The South Florida town in 
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In this Monday, Jan. 18, 2021, file photo, is Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Fla. 


December received a let- 
ter from an attorney rep- 
resenting a  Mar-a-Lago 
neighbor demanding it bar 
Trump from living there. The 
unnamed neighbor be- 
lieves Trump's residency 
would decrease property 
values. 

Trump and former first lady 
Melania Trump changed 
their residency from New 
York City to Mar-a-Lago in 
2019. The Trump Organiza- 
tion, the family’s business 
entity, has issued a state- 
ment saying, “There is no 
document or agreement 


in place that prohibits Presi- 
dent Trump from using Mar- 
A-Lago as his residence.” 
Trump owns two_- other 
homes near Mar-a-Lago. 

Trump purchased Mar-a- 
Lago for $10 million in 1985 
from the estate of Marjo- 
rie Merriweather Post, the 
owner of General Foods. 
The 126-room = mansion 
had deteriorated after her 
death in 1973, when she left 
it to the U.S. government as 
a possible presidential va- 
cation home. The govern- 
ment gave it back in 1981. 
After Trump bought it, he 


Associated Press 


spent millions Upgrading 
the property while living 
there part-time. 

By the early 1990s, howev- 
er, Trump was in financial 
distress. Real estate prices 
dropped and several of his 
businesses flopped, includ- 
ing a New Jersey casino. 
He told the town he could 
no longer afford the $3 mil- 
lion annual upkeep and it 
was unfair that he shoul- 
dered the costs alone. He 
proposed subdividing the 
oroperty and building man- 
sions. The town rejected the 
proposal. In 1993, Trump 


and the town agreed he 
could turn the estate into 
a private club. It would be 
limited to 500 members 
— the initiation fee is now 
$200,000 and annual dues 
are $14,000. 

Under that agreement, 
members can stay in a 
suite for no more than sev- 
en consecutive days and 
21 days a year — but there 
is no prohibition on em- 
ployees living there. — Still, 
according to 1993 Palm 
Beach Post articles, Trump 
attorney Paul Rampell told 
the town council that if 
the agreement were ap- 
oroved, Trump would be 
treated like any other 
member. “Another ques- 
tion that’s often asked to 
me is whether Mr. Trump 
will continue to live at Mar- 
a-Lago,” Rampell told the 
council, according to the 
Post. “No, except that he 
will be a member of the 
club and therefore will be 
entitled to the use of guest 
rooms.” 

The length of Trump’s stays 
at Mar-a-Lago before his 
presidency are unknown, 
but they offen exceeded 
seven consecutive days 
while he was in office, in- 
cluding visits of about two 
weeks during the Christmas 
holidays. His stays added 
Up to well more than 21 
days a year.) 





Jill Biden pushes free access fo community college, training 


By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jill 
Biden is pushing free ac- 
cess to community college 
and training programs, 
saying the schools will be 
an important part of Biden 
administration efforts to re- 
build the economy. 

A longtine community 
college professor and ad- 
vocate, the first lady said 
people struggling to get 
by during the coronavirus- 
induced economic slump 
need access to tnese 
schools. 

“We have to get this done. 
And we have fo do it now. 
That's why we're going to 
make sure that everyone 
has access to free com- 
munity college and training 
programs,” Jill Biden said in 


taped remarks broadcast 
Tuesday during a_ virtual 
legislative summit hosted 
by the Association of Com- 
munity College Trustees 
and the American Asso- 
ciation of Community Col- 
leges. 

She was not more specific. 
As a presidential candi- 
date, Joe Biden promised 
two years of community 


college or training “with- 
out debt.” 

Similar proposals have 
been put forward in the 
oast. 

In 2015, President Barack 
Obama and_e then-Vice 


President Joe Biden pushed 
a plan to provide two years 
of free community col- 
lege, but the proposal lan- 
guished in Congress. 

Jill Biden indicated that the 


administration would revive 
the idea. 

“We're going to make sure 
students have the support 
they need to cross that fin- 
ish line,” she said. “We're 
going to invest in programs 
that prepare our workers 
for jobs of the future.” 
Average annual _ tuition 
and fees at a community 
college cost $3,730 during 
the 2019-2020 academic 
year, compared to an 
average of $10,440 for in- 
state tuition and fees ata 
four-year public college, 
according to the American 
Association of Community 
Colleges. 

Jill Biden, who continues to 
teach — albeit virtually — 
and is the first first lady with 
a paying job outside of the 
White House, said Commu- 
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president Joe Biden and first lady Dr. Jill Biden are seen on a 


scoreboard screen delivering a message before the NFL Super 
Bowl 55 football game between the Kansas City Chiefs and 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, in Tampa, Fla. 


nity colleges are no longer 
America’s “best kept se- 
cret” as she has long been 
fond of saying. 

“They are our most power- 


Associated Press 


ful engine of prosperity,” 
she said. 

The first lady teased a fu- 
ture White House summit 
on community colleges.L) 
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5 wounded in Minnesota clinic attack; local man arrested 


By MOHAMED IBRAHIM and 
GRETCHEN EHLKE 
Associated Press 

BUFFALO, Minn. (AP) — A 
67-year-old local man who 
was well-known fo law en- 
forcement opened fire at 
a Minnesota health clinic 
on Tuesday, wounding five 
oeople who were rushed 
to area hospitals, authori- 
ties said. 

The attack happened Tues- 
day morning at an Allina 
clinic in Buffalo, a commu- 
nity of about 15,000 people 
roughly roughly 40 miles (64 
kilometers) northwest of 
Minneapolis. Kelly Spratt, 
the president of Buffalo 
Health, said during a news 
conference that five pa- 
tients were wounded and 
were rushed to hospitals, 
but that he didn’t know 
any of their conditions. 

The alleged shooter was 
identified as Gregory Paul 
Ulrich, of Buffalo. Wright 
County Sheriff Sean De- 
ringer said Ulrich was well- 
known to authorities before 
the attack. Police Chief Pat 
Budke said his department 
and area health care clin- 
ics have a history of conflict 
with Ulrich, which leads in- 
vestigators to believe he 
was targeting the clinic or 
someone inside. But he said 
it was too early in the inves- 
tigation to know if a specif- 





Law enforcement personnel walk toward the Allina Health clinic, Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021, in 


Buffalo, Minn. 


ic doctor was targeted. 
“None of the information 
that we have from our past 
contact with him would 
indicate that he was un- 
happy with, or would direct 
his anger at, anyone other 
than people within the fa- 
cilities where he had been 
treated or where they had 
attempted to give treat- 
ment,” Budke said, noting 
that it didn’t appear to be 
a case of domestic terror- 
ism. 

Public online court records 
for Ulrich list a handful of 
arrests and convictions for 
drunken driving and pos- 


session of small amounts 
of marijuana from 2004 
through 2014, mostly in 
Wright County, including 
two convictions for gross 
misdemeanor drunken driv- 
ing that resulted in short jail 
sentences. 

Gov. Tim Walz said at an 
earlier news conference 
that “some improvised ex- 
plosive devices” were part 
of the attack, though he 
didn’t say whether any 
were detonated. 

“AT this time it appears it 
was a_ single individual,” 
Walz said. “Again, (it’s) too 
early to tell motives or rea- 


Associated Press 


sons why.” North Memorial 
Health sookeswoman Abi- 
gail Greenheck said multi- 
ole victims were brought to 
its hospital in Robbinsdale. 
She did not say how many 
or what condition they 
were In. 

The FBI sent bomb techni- 
cians to the scene. Mem- 
bers of the Bureau of Al 
cohol, Tobacco and Fire- 
arms’ enforcement group 
and special agents from 
the state’s Bureau of Crimi- 
nal Apprehension also re- 
soonded. 

The clinic is set off at the 
edge of Buffalo near an old 


red barn with flaking paint. 
Dozens of emergency ve- 
hicles and law enforce- 
ment officers carrying guns 
were on the scene, setting 
Up a perimeter. TV footage 
showed little activity at the 
clinic itself, but several shat- 
tered plate-glass windows 
could be seen. At least two 
windows were shattered a 
nearby motel. 

More than three hours after 
the attack, law enforce- 
ment moved to cordon off 
a neighborhood about a 
mile from the clinic. An ATF 
agent on the edge of the 
perimeter declined to talk 
to an AP reporter. 

At least a half-dozen law 
enforcement vehicles were 
gathered near a small mo- 
bile home park near Pulaski 
Lake in the city. A woman 
from the sheriff's office who 
declined to identify herself 
said they were executing a 
search warrant in connec- 
tion to the clinic shooting. 
She declined to give any 
additional information. 

A state Department. of 
Public Health sookesman 
said he didn’t immedi- 
ately know if the clinic has 
been administering CO- 
VID-19 vaccinations. An Al- 
lina sookesman referred alll 
questions to the Buffalo po- 
lice and the Wright County 
Sheriff's Office .LJ 





Study: Jail populations dropped, rose slightly in pandemic 





By JIM SALTER 

Associated Press 

O’'FALLON, Mo. (AP) — Jail populations across 
the U.S. dropped by nearly a quarter at the 
onset of the coronavirus pandemic, before ris- 
ing slightly again in the heat of the summer, 
according to a study released Tuesday. 

The report from the nonprofit MacArthur Foun- 
dation and City University of New York's Institute 
for State and Local Governance examined 
jail populations at 26 locations and found that 
the average number of inmates decreased 
24% from February 2020 to April, largely due to 
a decrease in people being booked. That pe- 
riod coincided with implementation of emer- 
gency measures aimed at limiting the spread 
of the coronavirus, including, in some cases, 
sending nonviolent inmates home. 

The study found that jail populations rose 
slightly over the summer from the April low, 
but were still down 14% in October compared 
to February 2020. Notable declines included 
approximate one-third population drops in 
Charleston, South Carolina, San Francisco and 


Multnomah County, Oregon, which includes 
Portland. 

Reagan Daly of CUNY, one of the authors of 
the study, said preliminary evidence showed 
that freeing inmates did not create additional 
risk to the public. 

“We've seen no change in public safety out- 
comes,” Daly said during a Zoom discussion. 
“There’s been no increase in crime. There's 
been no increase in violent crime.” 

St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney Wesley 
Bell went a step further. 

“The evidence Is clear. When you give indi- 
viduals the support and resources they need, 
they offend at a lower rate,” Bell said. 

The study found that the declines in popula- 
tion and bookings were more pronounced for 
white detainees. 

Big declines in people being booked into jail 
-- rather than shorter jail stays -- were the big- 
gest reason jail populations declined during 
the pandemic. 

The study found that bookings dropped 56% 
across all of the sites between February 2020 


and April, rose over the warm-weather months 
but still dropped 28% in October compared 
to February 2020. February-to-October book- 
ing declines included a 51% drop-off in Mult- 
nomah County, a 50% decline in Milwaukee 
and 47% declines in St. Louis County and Mis- 
soula, Montana. 

The report was part of the MacArthur Founda- 
tion's Safety and Justice Challenge, an effort 
to reduce jail populations and racial dispari- 
ties among those who are incarcerated. The 
report said that while jails are intended to hold 
people awaiting trial who are considered a 
flight risk or a safety threat to the public, about 
three-quarters of detainees in the nation’s 
3,100 jails are held for allegations involving 
nonviolent crimes, offen because they can’t 
afford bail. 

The foundation also announced an additional 
$18 million in grants. The new funding is for 15 
cities and counties that are “working to re- 
duce over-incarceration and advance racial 
equity in local criminal justice systems,” the 
foundation said.) 
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By PETER DEJONG and MIKE 
CORDER 

Associated Press 

DOORN, Netherlands (AP) 
— A deep winter freeze 
gripping the Netherlands is 
reawakening the national 
obsession with skating on 
frozen canals. 

With subozero temperatures 
forecast to last more than 
a week, ice fever swept the 
nation Tuesday, offering a 
welcome respite from grim 
coronavirus news while also 
creating a challenge for 
authorities trying to uphold 
social distancing rules. 
People around the country 
were rummaging through 
attics and dusting off long- 
Unused skates, while busi- 
nesses that sharpen skate 
blades reported boom 
times. 

Ice skating is a national win- 
tertime passion in the Neth- 
erlands, with the country’s 
soandex-clad elite athletes 
dominating Winter Olym- 
pic speedskating races in 
recent years. Amateurs of 
all ages eagerly await the 
Arctic conditions that allow 
them to take to the coun- 
try’s vast network of canals 
and waterways. 

But with the country in 
a. strict coronavirus lock- 
down, the prospect of a 





long-distance skating race 
in the northern province of 
Friesland being staged for 
the first time since 1997 re- 
mains remote at best. 

The association that or- 
ganizes the 11 Cities Tour 
over frozen canals and 
lakes said in January that 
“under the current coro- 
navirus measures, if is not 
possible to organize” the 
near mythical event. Since 
then, authorities have not 
relaxed the measures be- 
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A mother teaches her daughier to skate on a rink in Doorn, Netherlands, Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021. 
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Skating-crazy Dutch defy pandemic by taking to outdoor ice 


yond allowing elementary 
school students back into 
classrooms this week. 

The chairman of the asso- 
ciation poured more cold 
water on people’s hopes 
Tuesday, noting just what 
Q production the race nor- 
mally involves. 

“We're talking about a tour 
with 1--1.5 milllon soecta- 
tors, 25,000 participants, 
thousands of volunteers 
and half of the Netherlands 
on the road,” Wiebe Wiel- 
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ing told national broad- 
caster NOS. “Every right- 
thinking person will realize 
that something like that 
is not possible” amid the 
pandemic. 

Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
weighed in on the debate 
Monday night, saying that 
skating authorities could 
consider allowing races 
on natural ice if the coun- 
try's top 120 racers enter 
a coronavirus bubble. But 
he, too, said that staging 


an event with a huge num- 
bers of soectators was out 
of the question, even if it Is 
outdoors. 

Still, Rutte said the Dutch 
should make the most of 
the conditions while they 
last. 

“Enjoy this beautiful weath- 
er and the ice,” Rutte said. 
“But do that within the CO- 
VID-19 rules.” 

Dutch media reported a 
few hardy souls risking a 
skate on thin ice in parts of 
the Netherlands on Tues- 
day, but for the time being 
temporary ice tracks were 
the safest place to lace up 
one’s skates. 

Local schoolchildren visited 
the skating club in Doorn, 
65 kilometers (40 miles) 
southeast of Amsterdam, 
which created its rink by 
spraying water onto an 
outdoor inline skating track 
and built up an even ice 
surface by dragging a Per- 
sian rug around it. 

Canals are expected to be 
frozen solid enough later 
in the week for people to 
skate on. Authorities in Am- 
sterdam have closed locks 
and banned boats on parts 
of the city’s World Heritage- 
listed ring of canals to give 
them a better chance of 
freezing over. L) 


Taiwan says ties with U.S. strong amid threats from China 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — As 
the U.S. Navy asserts. Its 
oresence in the South Chi- 
na Sea, Taiwan's leader 
says its ties with Washing- 
ton remain solid over the 
transition from the Trump to 
the Biden administration. 

President Tsai Ing-wen said 


Tuesday that U.S. military 
support remains firm even 
as China sends increasing 
numbers of military aircraft 
into Taiwan's southwestern 
airsoace. 

“| would like to reiterate 
that Taiwan will not back 
down when receiving 





In this image from video, Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen 
delivers a New Year's speech in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, Feb. 
9, 2021. 


Associated Press 


oressure and will not rashly 
advance when receiv- 
INg support,” Tsai said in a 
traditional Lunar New Year 
television adaress. 

“As long as the Beijing 
authorities are willing to 
resolve conflicts, we also 
want to have a dialogue 
with them under the con- 
ditions of equality and dig- 
liv, ise sale: 

While China and the USS. 
have indicated a desire 
to curtail the raw animos- 
ity of the Trump years, both 
the Democratic and Re- 
publican parties maintain 
strong support for Taiwan 
and a tough approach to- 
ward China over trade, hu- 
man rights and its increas- 
ingly assertive military and 
foreign policies. 

Tsai’s remarks came as the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet conduct- 
ed exercises in the South 


China Sea combining 
shios and planes from the 
aircraft carriers Theodore 
Roosevelt and Nimitz. 

The exercises Tuesday 
were aimed at “increasing 
interoperability between 
assets as well as command 
and control capabilities,” 
the U.S. 7th Fleet said in a 
statement. 

“The ships and aircraft of 
the two strike groups Cco- 
ordinated operations § in 
a highly trafficked area 
to demonstrate the USS. 
Navy's ability to operate 
in challenging environ- 
ments.” it said. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
sookesperson Wang Wen- 
bin said the U.S. exercises 
were not conducive to re- 
gional peace and stability. 
“China will continue to 
take necessary measures 
to firmly defend its nation- 


al sovereignty and secu- 
rity and work with regional 
countries to firmly maintain 
peace and stability in the 
South China Sea,” he said. 
China claims ownership 
over virtually the entire 


South China Sea and has 


built military installations 
on reefs and atolls by cov- 
ering them with sand and 
concrete. 


Taiwan holds Taiping Island 


in the highly contested 


Spratly group, joining Ma- 


laysia, the Philippines and 
Vietnam in actively chal- 
lenging China's ambition 
to exert control over the 
area, through which an 
estimated $5 trillion in inter- 
national trade travels an- 
nually. 


The waterway also has rich 


fish stocks and undersea oll 
and gas reserves.L} 
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Former Nazi guard, age 100, charged as accessory to murder 


By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — German 
orosecutors have charged 
qa 100-year-old man with 
3,518 counts of being an 
accessory fo murder on al- 
legations he served during 
World War Il as a Nazi SS 
guard at a concentration 
camp on the outskirts of 
Berlin, authorities said Tues- 
day. 

The man its alleged to have 
worked at the Sachsenhau- 
sen camp between 1942 
and 1945 as an enlisted 
member of the Nazi Party’s 
paramilitary wing, said Cyril 
Klement, who led the inves- 
tigation of the centenarian 
for the Neuruppin prosecu- 
tors’ office. 

The man’s name wasn't re- 
leased in line with German 
privacy laws. Despite his ad- 
vanced age, the suspect Is 
considered fit enough to 
stand trial, though accom- 
modations may have to be 
made to limit how many 
hours per day the court Is 
in session, Klement told The 
Associated Press. 

The Neuruppin office was 
handed the case in 2019 
by the special federal pros- 
ecutors’ office in Ludwigs- 
burg tasked with investigat- 
ing Nazi-era war crimes, 
Klement said. 

It comes after prosecu- 
tors in the northern town of 
ltZehoe announced acces- 
sory fo murder charges last 
week against a 95-year-old 
woman who worked during 
the war as the secretary 
of the SS commandant of 





In this Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019 file photo a man walks through the gate of the Sachsenhausen Nazi 
death camp with the phrase ‘Arbeit macht frei’ (work sets you free) during International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day in Oranienburg, about 30 kilometers (18 miles), north of Berlin, Germany. 


the Stutthof concentra- 
tion camp. That case and 
the charges against the 
100-year-old man both rely 
on recent legal precedent 
in| Germany — establishing 
that anyone who helped a 
Nazi camp function can be 
prosecuted for accessory 
to the murders committed 
there. 

Efraim Zuroff, the chief Nazi 
hunter at the Simon Wiesen- 
thal Center, said the two 
new cases serve as “vital 
reminders to the dangers of 
anti-Semitism, racism and 
xenophobia.” 

“The advanced age of the 
defendants is no excuse 


to ignore them and allow 
them fo live in the peace 
and tranquility they denied 
their victims,” he said. 

The new legal precedent 
was established in 2011 
with the conviction of for- 
mer Ohio autoworker John 
Demjanjuk as an accessory 
to murder on allegations 
that he served as a guard 
at the Sobibor death camp 
in. German-occupied Po- 
land. 

Demjanjuk, who steadfast- 
ly denied the allegations, 


died before his appeal 
could be heard. 
A federal court subse- 


quently upheld the 2015 


Associated Press 


conviction of former Aus- 
chwitz guard Oskar Groen- 
ing achieved with the same 
line of reasoning, solidifying 
the precedent. 

Before that, German courts 
had required prosecutors 
to justify charges by pre- 
senting evidence of a for- 
mer guard's participation 
in a specific killing, often a 
near-impossible task gQjiv- 
en the anonymity of most 
guards to the prisoners, 
coupled with the paucity 
of witnesses and the pas- 
sage of time. 

“The core of this case fol- 
lows the decision of Dem- 
janjuk and Groening, that 
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being part of the function- 
ing of this machinery of 
death Is sufficient for an ac- 
cessory to murder convic- 
tion,” Klement said. 

The state court in Neurup- 
pin, northwest of the town 
of Oranienburg where 
sachsenhausen was locat- 
ed, now needs to evaluate 
the case and the fitness of 
the defendant, then set a 
trial date, Klement said. 
Sachsenhausen was estab- 
lished in 1936 just north of 
Berlin as the first new camp 
after Adolf Hitler gave the 
SS full control of the Nazi 
concentration camp. sys- 
tem. 

It was intended to be a 
model facility and training 
camp for the labyrinthine 
network that the Nazis built 
across Germany, Austria 
and occupied territories. 
More than 200,000 people 
were held there between 
1936 and 1945, and tens of 
thousands died of starva- 
tion, disease, forced labor, 
and other causes, as well 
as through medical experi- 
ments and systematic SS 
extermination operations 
including shootings, hang- 
ings and gassing. 

Exact numbers on those 
killed vary, with Upper es- 
timates of some 100,000, 
though scholars suggest 
figures of 40,000 to 50,000 
are likely more accurate. 

In its early years, most pris- 
oners were either political 
prisoners or criminal prison- 
ers, but also included some 
Jehovah's Witnesses and 
homosexuals. J 


Vighurs stage protest outside Chinese Embassy in Turkey 





Mevilide ya Hibrriyet 
artis ralandagena cohen ork! 


Uighur protesters holding photographs of relatives they say 
they have not heard from in years, pose for the media near 
the Chinese Embassy in Ankara, Turkey, Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021. 
Associated Press 


ANKARA, Turkey = (AP) 
— Dozens of Uighurs as- 
sembled near the Chinese 
Embassy in Turkey on Tues- 
day, demanding informa- 
tion about family members 
they fear are being kept in 
detention camps in China. 
The protesters held pho- 
tographs of relatives they 
say they have not heard 
from in months. More than 
a million Uighurs and other 
largely Muslim minorities 
have been swept into pris- 
ons and detention camps 
in China, in what China 
calls an anti-terrorism mea- 


sure. Police kept the pro- 
testers some 300 meters 
(yards) away from the em- 
bassy and also tried to pre- 
vent journalists from cover- 
ing the protest. Four of the 
orotesters were escorted 
into a police van, although 
police insisted they were 
not being detained. 

Uighurs, a Turkic group na- 
tive to China’s far west Xin- 
Jiang region, have sought 
refuge in Turkey for de- 
cades because of their 
shared cultural ties with 
the country. Turkey, how- 
ever, has become less vo- 


cal about the plight of Ul- 
ghurs in recent years as It 
has developed economic 
ties with China. 

China recently ratified an 
extradition treaty with Tur- 
key that was signed years 
ago, raising fears among 
the Uighur community that 
they could be sent back 
to the country they fled. 
Turkey has yet to ratify the 
agreement. 

Both Turkish and Chinese 
authorities insist that the 
extradition bill does not 
aim to target Vighurs for 
deportation.) 
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By REGINA GARCIA CANO 
and FERNANDO VERGARA 
Associated Press 

PUERTO TRIUNFO, Colombia 
(AP) — Tucked between 
mountain ranges, the 
sprawling palace of Pablo 
Escobar was home fo kan- 
garoos, giraffes, elephants 
and other exotic animals 
— a private zoo of illegally 
imported animals that was 
the greatest ostentation 
of the feared drug kingpin 
as he reigned over the co- 
caine trade in Colombia. 
Escobar and his Medel- 
lin Cartel are long dead, 
but one of the zoo’s prized 
specimens is __ flourishing 
in the tropical country- 
side and wetlands in and 
around the palace-turned- 
theme park — the hippo- 
potamus. 

Like the man who intro- 
duced them to this country 
after obtaining them from a 
U.S. zoo, they are a source 
of endless controversy. 
Government attempts to 
control their reproduction 
have had no real impact 
on population growth, with 
the number of hippos in- 
creasing in the last eight 


Puerto Rico prepares to reopen schools 


By DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Puerto Rico offi- 
cials announced Monday 
that five grades will return 
to in-person classes next 
month as the U.S. territory 
orepares to reopen public 
schools for the first time in 
a year, Causing some par- 
ents fo worry about a po- 





years from 35 to some- 
where between 65 and 80. 
A group of scientists is 
now warning that the hip- 
pos pose a major threat 
to the area’s biodiversity 
and could lead to deadly 
encounters between the 
huge animals and humans. 
They say hippo numbers 
could reach around 1,500 
by 2035 if nothing is done. 
They say some of the ani- 
mals need to be killed. 

“| believe that it is one of 
the greatest challenges 
of invasive species in the 
world,” said Nataly Castel- 
blanco-Martinez, an ecol- 
ogist at the University of 
Quintana Roo in Mexico 
and lead author of the 
group's study. 

The idea of killing some 
in the herd has already 
drawn some criticism and is 
likely to see more. 

There was an outcry years 
ago when three hippos 
wandered from the Esco- 
bar compound and were 
causing problems and one 
was killed by hunters sent 
after the animals. 

The humans in this rural 
area have embraced the 


tential increase in corona- 
virus Cases. 
Kindergarteners, special 
education students, and 
children in first, second, 
third and 12th grades are 
tentatively scheduled to 
be back in classrooms at 
certain schools March 3, 
said Elba Aponte, Puerto 
Rico’s education secre- 
tary-designate. 
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In this Tuesday, Feb. 4 file photo, Martin G. Brumbaugh School 
kindergarten teacher Nydsy Santiago teaches her students 
under a gazebo at a municipal athletic park in Santa Isabel, 
Puerto Rico. 


Associated Press 
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Fear and love surround Escobar’s hippos thriving in Colombia 





Hippos float in the lake at Hacienda Napoles Park, once the private estate of drug kingpin 
Pablo Escobar who imported three female hippos and one male decades ago in Puerto Triunfo, 
Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 4, 2021. 


on one man and in two 
years on another man, ob- 
viously, that is not going to 
control the reproduction 
of the entire population,” 
Castelblanco-Martinez 
sald. 

The scientists began work- 
ing on the hippo popula- 
tion forecast last year after 


“| recognize there is uncer- 
tainty among parents and 
the school community giv- 
en the announcement of 
the upcoming reopening,” 
she said. 

To minimize the risk of 
contagion, Aponte said 
that in-person classes will 
be held only two times a 
week and that students will 
be dismissed before noon, 
with parents barred from 
entering schools. 

Only eight to 12 students 
will be allowed in a class- 
room and school cafete- 
rias will remain closed, 
although they will offer a 
“grab-and-go” option. 
Masks, hand sanitizers and 
thermometers will be avail- 
able at all schools, Aponte 
said, adding that more 
than 24,000 employees 
have already received a 
first dose of coronavirus 
vaccine. 

“The vast majority concur 
that it is time for our stu- 
dents, children and youth 


hippos and one male to be 
brought fo his 5,500-acre 
(2,225-hectare) estate, Ha- 
cienda Napoles. 

After his death in a shoot- 
out with authorities in 1993, 
most of the exotic animals 
were relocated or died. 
But the hippos were aban- 
doned at the estate due 


Associated Press 


giant population of hippo- 
potamuses. We began to 
learn how the population 
was constituted, to see if 
there was an immediate 
solution,” said David Ech- 
everri-Lopez, a researcher 
at the regional environ- 
mental agency that over- 
sees the hippos. LJ 


1 year after pandemic 


to be able to have con- 
tact with their teachers 
and classmates,’ Aponte 
said. She made the an- 
nouncement via  Face- 
book, prompting a swarm 
of criticism. 

“Sending children to 
school without vaccines, in 
a rush and without a plan 
that exceeds expectations 
IS A CRIME,” wrote one 
woman. Another worried 
about the level of cleanli- 
ness and whether teachers 
or employees will ensure 
that children have. their 
masks on aft all times. 
Others wrote that they 
would keep their children 
at home. “With great re- 
spect, it is crazy to start 
classes(.) They should wait 
until August or until condi- 
tions permit,” one said. 
The island’s Department 
of Education has not yet 
identified which schools 
will reopen. 

Officials expect to release 
a list by mid-February. The 


Teachers’ Association of 
Puerto Rico also criticized 
the reopening, questioning 
whether the government 
is sufficiently prepared to 
avoid an increase in coro- 
navirus cases. 

Victor Bonilla, the associa- 
tion’s president, said the 
organization is request- 
ing that the government 
provide specific statistics 
about all department em- 
ployees who have tested 
positive for the coronavi- 
rUS. 

“If the government cannot 
provide that precise data, 
it's not in a position to talk 
about reopening schools 
in| March,” Bonilla said. 
“We know that under nor- 
mal circumstances schools 
are never ready.” 

The island of 3.2 million 
people has reported more 
than 161,300 confirmed 
and suspected cases of 
coronavirus infections and 
more than 1,880 deaths re- 
lated to COVID-19. L) 
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PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Center is your best option for the post vacation CO- 
VID-19 test which is now required by the U.S. before 
returning home. All passengers coming to the United 
States, including U.S. citizens, are required to have a 
negative (antigen or PCR) COVID-19 test result maxi- 
mum three days prior to boarding the flight, or docu- 
mentation of recovery from COVID-19. MedCare's 
testing centers in and close to the hotels provide you 
with an easy and secure solution. At this moment we 
are the only lab that offers the more convenient and 
cheaper Antigen Test! 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that is spe- 
cialized in care for tourists and that has been appointed 
as the national COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and Labora- 
torio di Servicio, a full-service modern medical laboratory 
with state-of-the-art equioment, have partnered up to 
provide fast and reliable COVID-19 testing to all. Labo- 
ratorio di Servicio is ISO-15189:2012 accredited by the 
Dutch Council for Accreditation (M317). 

Just steps away from you 


The general Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are located 
at the Cove Mall and at the Mill Resort, two locations at a 
stone's throw from your resort, condominium, or other va- 
cation accommodation. Contact them to make an ap- 
pointment, or just walk-in when it is convenient to you. It Is 
recommended that the tests are done timely, as the neg- 
ative test is only accepted if taken up to three days be- 
fore boarding your flight. MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center 
at the Cove Mall is opposite the Holiday Inn and Is open 
every day for walk-ins from 8am through 100m. Med- 
Care's other location is situated at The Mill Resort, across 
the street from the RIU Hotel and is open every day from 
8:30am until 12:30o0m. Naturally, if you wish to arrange an 
appointment for your tests before coming to Aruba this is 
also possible by contacting us. 
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers: 
Antigen-testing in the high-rise area; 
by walk-in and appointment. Af your 
convenience! 


At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup Testing Centers on site. The 
hotels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, 
Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, 
Renaissance, and the Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your front desk for more infor- 
mation on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an Antigen Test or a 
nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the reverse transcription polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR). The costs for the Antigen Test are only $50, and the PCR Test is 
available as well, for a higher charge of $125. At this moment, only MedCare offers the 
easier and substantially cheaper Antigen Test that is acceptable for travel to the U.S. as 
per the CDC guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered by the Aruban visitor insurance. 
Please contact your insurance company to verify if testing costs are insured. Results are 
e-mailed to you within 24 hours of testing. 


Testing at home 

We also offer testing at your house/hotel room for a one-time extra fee of $120. This fee 
covers testing up to 10 people (one appointment, at one location and a specific time). 
Additional persons will be charged $10 per person. LJ 


To book your test in advance, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 

For more information on MedCare Testing Centers: 
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 
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ly Every Wednesday | 10am to 10 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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Papillon Restaurant presents a Special Edition: 
Valentine at The Chef's Garden: 
Be ready for a Culinary Seduction 


PALM BEACH — Love is in 
the garden’s air this Sun- 
day. Temptation leads you 
to a Cunucu house where a 
5-course Sexy Seafood Val- 
entine’s Dinner is waiting for 
you, created by a Belgian 
Michelin-trained chef, Griet 
Vanbrabant. The famous 
chef will welcome and se- 
duce you with her passion- 
ate dishes while you feel 
amorous in this Garden of 
Eden, enjoying the roman- 
tic, private setting. 


Secret Garden of Love 
Sometimes combining the 





best with the best is a mat- 
ter of all things falling into 
place. In this pandemic 
time where love is need- 
ed more than ever, Cupid 
aims his arrows at every 
detail this night. The Secret 
Garden is where romance 
grows: a lush place where 
roses and candlelight up- 
liff your mood. You feel as 
if you are dining under the 
stars, privately. Make this 
G@ night to remember by 
requesting your wedding 
song or favorite love song 
during your reservation and 
they will arrange it to be 


played. And for the ladies, 
we will welcome you with a 
red rose because tonight it 
is all about love, love, love. 
Also, we invite you to wear 
something red, anything 
from a red dress to red lip- 
stick Is GQppreciated. Let's 
give it all for love. 


Aphrodisiacal menu 

Aphrodite, the Greek god- 
dess of Love, beauty, plea- 
sure, passion and procre- 
ation will play an important 
role this night. Papillon Res- 
taurant, your host, goes alll 
out for to fulfill the theme of 





-30pm 
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AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 
Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 
Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 
Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seofood 
Sholom Hair & Noils Bor, MAGHET — Porfumno, Jewelry & Coumatics 0 








love. The Sexy Seafood menu offers Caviar — Purple Jam, 
Oysters — Beetroot, Coquilles — Vanilla, Dover Sole — King 
Crab and Chocolate — Passion Fruit, we are sure you can 
imagine the effect. We understand that this sounds irre- 
sistible ... And to make this even more tempting: a bottle 
of Comtesse Lafond Rose Champagne Is included. 


About the chef 

Vanbrabant is a passionate chef with over 15 years of ex- 
perience in fine dining menu development, culinary staff 
management, food preparation and creative recive de- 
sign. 

She is educated in classic French Cuisine and Modern 
Gastronomy teachings throughout her international ca- 
reer in Michelin star and the World’s 50 Best restaurants 
such as El Bulli and Comerc 24 in Barcelona, Pujol in Mexi- 
co City and Rockpool in Australia. Let her entice you with 
her succulent recipes. 


Make your reservation 

This production is presented to you by Papillon Restau- 
rant. For more than a decade this restaurant has built its 
name with the fusion of classic French cuisine, Dutch and 
Caribbean flavors. They know how to thrill and in collabo- 
ration with The Secret Garden we can only expect phe- 
nomenal. 

This is an in-home dining experience where you will feel 
you are part of an exclusive setting. This is a soecial edi- 
tion and has limited availability. All Covid-19 protocol is 
in place, dining is outdoors and with lots of privacy per 
table. Parking is convenient in front of the restaurant and 
easy to be found on Google Maps/The Secret Garden 
Aruba. 


Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 

or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400 
Email: info@papillonaruba.com 
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The Hilton Aruba celebrates retirees, their past accomplishments 
and future endeavors 


PALM BEACH — Seven 
young-at-heart Team 
Members recently retired 
from the Hilton Aruba Ca- 
ribbean Resort & Casino. 
They were presented with 
fresh flower bouquets, let- 
ters of appreciation and 
gifts at a small social dis- 
tanced gathering at Mira 
Solo bar, in the presence 
of their department heads, 
Glenn Farro, Director of Hu- 
man Resources, and Vasco 
Baselli, General Manager. 








Both Farro and Baselli 
thanked their retiring Team 
Members and wished them 
good luck on their new, 
exciting adventure of be- 
ing retired to enjoy the 
fruits of their labor, children 
and grandchildren, their 
churches and hobbies. 


Baselli sooke on behalf of 
the entire team. “| would 
like to express our sincere 
gratitude for the hard work 
and professionalism that 








you have demonstrated 
over the past years at our 
beloved hotel,” he said. 
“Your commitment and 
dedication have always 
been an inspiration to your 
colleagues, supervisors and 
managers, who will certain- 
ly miss working with you. 
During your time at our ho- 
tel you have lived through 
many changes and chal- 
lenges and have always 
risen to meet them while 
exceeding guests’ expec- 
tations. 


You represent what has 
always defined this resort, 
the warmth and = genu- 
ine hospitality of its Team 
Members. As you start a 
new chapter in your life, 
we congratulate you, and 
wish to extend a heartfelt 





vege 


Masha Danki, for a job well 
done.” 


Retiring Team Members in- 
clude: Elfried Desidero Mer- 
cera, 13 years of service, 
Sylvia Merlin Wilson Carti, 
16 years of service, Mela- 
nia Salome Wolff, 17 years 
of service, Josetta Petit 
Frere, 23 years of service, 
Jeannine Poulard, 25 years 
of service, Bienvenida An- 
gelita Lopez Tavarez Ca- 
brera, 28 years of service, 
and Glenda Maria Tromp, 
32 years of service. 


In total 154 years of valu- 
able experience were re- 
tired that day, and the re- 
sort is as successful as it is, 
and Aruba as popular as it 
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is, thanks to the efforts of its 
people, who spent many 
hours every day, away from 
their families and friends, to 
help the island's economy 
thrive. 


Some retirees arrived at the 
event escorted by grand- 
children, and posed for 
souvenirs pictures with their 
peers on the resort man- 
agement team, Executive 
Chef Matt Boland, Direc- 
tor of Front Services Nelson 
Winklaar, and Executive 
Housekeeper Bibi Ohab. 


Pictured here, snap shots 
from the lively gather- 
ing over drinks and hors 
d'oeuvres as the Hilton bid 
its seniors farewell. 
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Millennial ey: Get monies money tasks off your to-do list 


By SARA RATHNER of Nerd- 
Wallet 

Nothing sparks procrastina- 
tion quite like a to-do list of 
financial tasks. Sometimes 
the only thing scarier than 
making a financial choice 
in the first place is making 
the WRONG choice, which 
can happen when you 
don't totally understand 
what you're doing. In that 
sense, the default — stand- 
ing pat — is offen easiest. 
Tackling money-related 
chores can be difficult 
even for those of us who 
write about this stuff for a 
living. The mere mention of 
rolling over old 401 (k)s elic- 
ited eyerolls from a few of 
my colleagues in a recent 
video meeting. But delay- 
ing these tasks can cost 
you ad lot in the long run, 
like if you're paying fees on 
the bank account or credit 
card you plan to switch, 
or you're delaying open- 
ing an investment account 
and missing out on possible 
gains. 

Thankfully, you can_ trick 
yourself into productivity 
by rethinking how you ap- 
proach your financial to-do 
list. 

START WITH YOUR ‘WHY’ 
“Giving yourself a 10-item 
to-do list of tasks you won't 
enjoy is the perfect recipe 





This Oct. 24, 2016, file shots shows dollar bills i in New York. 
Associated Press 


for procrastination,” Meera 
Meyer, a financial planner 
in Boulder, Colorado, said 
in an email. Meyer has her 
clients review their financial 
goals, then consider why 
an item is on their to-do 
list in the first place. Cross- 
checking your goals with 
your list may inspire you to 
keep that list short. 

This exercise can also help 
you prioritize the remaining 
tasks, SO you Know exactly 
where to get started. 
DIVIDE BIG TASKS 
SMALL BITES 

A big, vague goal is a sure- 
fire path to inaction. But 
when you break that goal 
down into pieces, it begins 
to feel doable. Even a tiny 


INTO 


step Is progress. 
“Sometimes, just down- 
loading that initial state- 
ment is the jolf you need to 
get on track,” Meyer said. 
“A lot of the time, once 
you've downloaded that 
statement, you realize that 
you might as well keep on 
going through as much of 
the process as you can.” 
Lauren Martin of Portland, 
Oregon, describes herself 
as a diligent saver, and 
that left her with a good 
oroblem to have: what fo 
do with additional savings 
once she fully funded her 
emergency account. She 
set a goal of opening her 
first taxable brokerage ac- 
count, but she found the 


prospect of taking that first 
step toward investing to be 
daunting. 

“It seemed like it was for 
other people, like wealthy 
oeople or day traders,” she 
says. “It was still a couple 
months before | actually 
went through with it be- 
cause the process seemed 
intimidating.” 

Learning more about how 
to open and fund a bro- 
kerage account, as well as 
understanding any tax im- 
plications of selling invest- 
ments, heloed Martin feel 
ready fo take action. To her 
surorise, she realized how 
little time each step took. 
“It was super easy,’ she 
says. “| built if Up To be this 
crazy complicated thing. It 
took me maybe 10 minutes 
To open the account.” 

DO THE RIGHT KIND OF RE- 
SEARCH 

Research and comparison 
shopping are a big part of 
making a financial decision 
and can help you feel con- 
fident in your choices. But 
eventually, the research 
must end and the ac- 
tion must begin. If you feel 
stuck, here are some ways 
to move forward: 

IDENTIFY WHERE YOU 
LACK KNOWLEDGE: You 
may be afraid to make a 
move because you have 


Unanswered questions. List 
your knowledge gaps and 
start finding answers. Arti- 
cles from reputable sources 
can help, as can talking to 
experts like a financial ad- 
viser. 

SHOP AROUND, BUT 
WITHIN A LIMITED SCOPE: 
If you're seeking a new fi- 
nancial product like a bank 
account or credit card, 
comparison websites and 
other resources can help 
you weigh contenders. Be 
careful, though. It can be 
easy to get trapped in this 
ohase, paralyzed by the 
overwhelming number of 
products on the market. 
Limit yourself to a handful 
of options. 

— WHEN IN DOUBT, ASK FOR 
HELP: Sometimes picking up 
the phone can save you 
hours of searching online to 
identify the steps you need 
to take. When Matt ladone 
of Boston decided to roll 
over an old 401(k) into a 
new account, he hesitated 
because he didn’t know 
how to begin. 

He called the account pro- 
viders and got the forms he 
needed to fill out. “If was 
actually a fairly simple pro- 
cess, he says. 

“Once | learned the steps, 
accomplishing the goal 
was easy.” LL) 


U.S. hiring plunged in December even as job openings ticked up 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON _ (AP) 
U.S. employers cut back 
sharply on hiring in Decem- 
ber, particularly industries 
slammed by the pandem- 
Ic such as restaurants and 
hotels, as virus infections 
soared and governments 
resoonded with tighter re- 
strictions. 

The number of available 
jobs rose slightly and lay- 
offs fell, according to the 
Labor Department's Tues- 
day report, known as the 
Job Openings and Labor 
Turnover Survey, or JOLITS. 
The report provides more 
granular detail about the 
job market than the gov- 
ernment’s monthly em- 
ployment figures. 
Employers cut hiring 6.6% 


in December, to 5.5 million, 
the report said. Roughly 
three-quarters of the de- 
cline occurred in a cat- 
egory that includes restau- 
rants, bars, hotels, casinos, 
concert halls and other en- 
tertainment venues. Ware- 
housing and shipping firms 
also slashed hiring, the re- 
port found. 

On Friday, the govern- 
ment said that employers 
added a meager 49,000 
jobs in January, signaling a 
potential stall in hiring and 
for the economy. That fol- 
lowed a loss of 227,000 jobs 
in December. 

The unemployment rate 
fell to 6.38% last month, in 
part because many of 
those out of work gave up 
on their job searches and 
were no longer technically 


counted as unemployed. 
Tuesday’s report provides 
overall hiring and job post- 
ing figures, while Friday's 
figure is a net gain after all 
hiring, layoffs and quits are 
added up. 

Job openings rose just 1.1% 
in December to 6.6 million, 
the JOLTS report found. 
That leaves the number of 
job postings — significantly 
below the pre-pandemic 
level of 7 million last Febru- 
ary. 

Other measures of avail- 
able jobs suggest that they 
have fully recovered from 
the pandemic but are 
growing much more slowly. 
Jobs website Indeed.com 
said last week that postings 
on its website are now 0.7% 
above where they were in 
February 2020, before the 


pandemic intensified. But 
that’s much slower growth 
than a year ago, when 
postings were growing ata 
9% annual rate. 

And not all sectors have 
recovered, Indeed said. 
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Job postings in hotels and 
tourism are still 35% below 
ore-pandemic levels, while 
restaurant jobs are down 
13% and arts and enter- 
tainment nearly 17%.L] 
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In this Dec. 10, 2020 file photo, a “Now Hiring” sign hangs on 
the front wall of a Harbor Freight Tools store in Manchester, N.H. 


Associated Press 
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Nothing to sneeze at: Global warming triggers earlier pollen 


BY SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

When Dr. Stanley Fineman 
started as an allergist in At- 
lanta, he told patients they 
should start taking their 
medications and prepare 
for the drippy, sneezy on- 
slaught of pollen season 
around St. Patrick's Day. 
That was about 40 years 
ago. Now he fells them to 
start around St. Valentine’s 
Day. 

Across the United States 
and Canada, pollen sea- 
son Is starting 20 days ear- 
lier and pollen loads are 
21% higher since 1990 and 
a huge chunk of that is be- 
cause of global warming, 
a new study found in Mon- 
day’s journal the Proceed- 
ings of the National Acad- 
emies of Sciences. 

While other studies have 
shown North America’s al- 
lergy season getting lon- 
ger and worse, this is the 
most comprehensive data 
with 60 reporting stations 
and the first to make the 
required and detailed cal- 
culations that could at- 
tribute what's happening 
to human-caused climate 
change, experts said. 

“This is a crystal clear exam- 
ple that climate change is 
here and it’s in every breath 
we take,” said lead author 
Bill Anderegg, a _ biologist 
and climate scientist at the 
University of Utah, who also 
has “really bad allergies.” 
Chris Downs, a 32-year-old 
mechanical engineer in St. 
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In this undated photo provided by Atlanta Allergy & Asthma, Dr. Stanley Fineman looks through 
a microscope at Aflanta Allergy & Asthma Center in Atlanta to examine the pollen. 


Louis, is already getting si- 
nus problems, headaches 
and worst of all itchy red 
eyes and his Facebook 
friends in the area tell him 
they’re feeling the same. 
He said the allergies, which 
started 22 years ago, Usual- 
ly hit in March, but this year 
and last year, they were al- 
ready around in early Feb- 
ruary, along with blooms of 
trees and flowers outside. 

“As a kid | never saw any- 


By Dave Green 
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thing start blooming in Feb- 
ruary, now | see a handful 
of years like that,” Downs 
sald. 

The warmer the Earth gets, 
the earlier spring starts for 
plants and animals, espe- 
cially those that release 
pollen. Add to that the fact 
that trees and plants pro- 
duce more pollen when 
they get carbon dioxide, 
the study said. 

“This is clearly warming tem- 
oeratures and more carbon 
dioxide putting more pollen 
in the air,” Anderegg said. 
Trees are soewing the aller- 
gy-causing particles earlier 
than grasses, he said, but 
scientists aren’t sure why 
that’s the case. Just look 
at cherry blossoms opening 
several days earlier in Ja- 
pan and Washington, D.C., 
he said. 

Texas is where some of the 
biggest changes are hap- 
pening, Anderegg - said. 
The South and southern 
Midwest are getting pol- 
len season about 1.3 days 
earlier each year, while 
it's Coming about 1.1 days 
earlier in the West, he said. 
The northern Midwest is 
getting allergy season 
about 0.65 days earlier 


Associated Press 


oer year, and it’s coming 
0.33 days earlier a year in 
the Southeast. In Canada, 
Alaska and the Northeast 
researchers couldn't see 
a statistically — significant 
trend. 

Anderegg said his team 
factored that in that parks 
and plants in cities were 
getting greener. They did 
standard detailed = cal- 
culations that — scientists 
have developed fo see if 
changes in nature can be 
attributed to the increase 
of heat-trapping gases 
from the burning of coal, 
oil and natural gas. They 
compared what's happen- 
iINg Now to computer simu- 
lations of an Earth without 
human-caused warming 
and rising carbon dioxide 
in the air. 

Since 1990, about half of 
the earlier pollen season 
can be attributed to cli- 
mate change mostly from 
the warmer temperatures 
but also from the plant- 
feeding carbon dioxide, 
Anderegg said. 

But since the 2000s, about 
65% of earlier pollen sea- 
sons can be blamed on 
warming, he said. About 
8% of the increased pollen 
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load can be attributed to 
climate change, he said. 
Dr. Fineman, past president 
of the American College 
of Allergy, Asthma and |Im- 
munology and who wasn't 
part of the study, said this 
makes sense and fits with 
what he sees: “Pollen really 
follows the temperature. 
There’s not a question.” 
While doctors and scientists 
knew earlier allergy season 
was happening, until now 
no one had done formal 
climate attribution studies 
to helo understand why, 
said University of Washing- 
ton environmental health 
professor Kristie Ebi, who 
wasn't part of the study. This 
can help scientists estimate 
how many allergies and 
asthma cases “could be 
due to climate change,” 
she said. 

This is not just a matter of 
sniffles. 

“We should care about pol- 
len season because pollen 
is an important risk factor 
for allergic diseases such as 
hay fever and asthma ex- 
acerbation,” said University 
of Maryland environmental 
health professor Amir Sap- 
kota, who wasn’t part of 
the study. 

“Asthma costs the U.S. 
economy an estimated $80 
billion per year in terms of 
treatment and loss of pro- 
ductivity. So a longer pollen 
season poses real threats 
to individuals suffering from 
allergy as well as the USS. 
economy.” 

Sapkota recently found a 
correlation between earlier 
spring onset and increase 
risk in asthma hospitaliza- 
tions. One study found stu- 
dents do worse on tests 
because of pollen levels, 
Anderegg said. 

Gene  Longenecker, a 
hazards geographer who 
recently returned to Ala- 
bama, didn’t really suffer 
from pollen allergies until 
he moved to Atlanta. 

Then he moved to Colo- 
rado: “Every summer if was 
just crushing headaches 
and big things like that and 
(1) started into allergy test- 
ing and found out that, 
well, I’m allergic to every- 
thing in Colorado aft the 
very least trees, grasses 
and pollens, weeds.’L) 
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Tierra Del Sol 

2 BR 2 1/2 Bath 

Ocean View with garage 

$ 450 K 

More info call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Le Vent Condo 

Across Eagle Beach 

3 BR, 2 Bath 

Ground floor full furnished 

$ 600K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK@ 3,4,5 

Room# 4226 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price :$ 8 K each 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
Studio WK # 5,6,7,8 

Room # 2350 

36 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 8,5 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
1BRWK#6 

Room # 2201 

18 weeks remain 

Price: $8K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 room# 4117 
26 weeks remain $ 8 K 

1 BR WK # 9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain $7,5 K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 Room # 14 

6 weeks remain $ 5000 

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 14 

15 weeks remain $ 6,5 K 
More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

Studio WK# 7 room # 33 

11 weeks remain$ 6 K 
Studio WK# 8 room # 33 

23 weeks remain 8 K 

More info call (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 7 room # 89 

8 weeks remain $ 6 K 

1 BR WK # 8 room # 89 

6 weeks remain$ 6 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 8 Room # 94 

20 weeks remain $ 8K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 











Eagle Resort Aruba 

3 BR WK #5 and 6 

Room #1550 Ground floor 
Near the pool 

Price $ 18 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

1BR WK # 5 and 6 

Room # 1576 

Ground floor 

Price : $ 8 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 
1BRWK#7 

Room # 1537 

Ground floor 

Price:$ 7 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Tibushie wespunt 

5 min drive from the beach 

2 BR 1 Bath 

With and small apartment 
With pool 

Price : $ 325K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


lassifieds 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum weeks 

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K 
2BR Ocean View $ 16K 
2BROcean Side $17K 
2BR Ocean Front$ 26 K 
3BROcean View $ 30K 


More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
213819 
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IS MORE 


DUSHI 


Time Share Resales + Realty 





! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
| Forupto 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Downtown _ 


How fto,seach us! 









Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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PARADISE BEACH 
RENT SALE 
P/O Front WKS 1 & 4 1 bedr, 
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52 2 bedr. 
CASA DEL MAR 
WKS 27,28 2 bedr 
Call +941-343-1088 USA 
213678 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Maria) Tel. 585 8145 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Sj eJese) < 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Folk activist Judy Collins revisits her first live album 
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New York. 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
she was 24, folk singer Judy 
Collins went onstage in 
New York City to record her 
first live concert and maybe 
inspire social change. Last 
month, she returned fo 
the same stage to do the 


In this Nov. 14, 2017 photo, Judy Collins poses for a portrait in 


Associated Press 


whole thing again. 

Collins recreated her 
legendary concert hall 
debut at The Town Hall from 
March 21, 1964, recorded 
on the cusp of Freedom 
Summer. The encore 
edition came just months 
after another — turbulent 
summer, with — protests 


against police brutality. 
“We've come ad long way, 
but we haven't come very 
far,” the now 81-year-old 
tells The Associated Press. 
“We always have to be 
awake. We can't go fo 
sleep.” 

There was no audience 
when Collins returned to 
the 1,500-seat The Town 
Hall because of COVD- 
19 fears, but a stream of 
the new concert will be 
available Feb. 12 as well as 
a vinyl album. 

Collins was arising starin the 
world of folk music when 
she recorded the concert, 
which would become the 
aloum “The Judy Collins 
Concert.” She was not yet 
writing her own songs and 
instead interpreting tunes 
from the likes of Bob Dylan 
and Billy Edd Wheeler with 
her shimmering soprano. 


Collins performed three 
Wheeler songs — “Winter 
Sky,” “Red-Winged 
Blackbird” and “Coal 
Tattoo” and three 
from Tom Paxton — “The 


Last Thing on My Mind,” 
“My Ramblin’ Boy” and 
“Bottle of Wine” — as well 
as Dylan’s haunting “The 
Lonesome Death of Hattie 
Carroll.” 

There were songs about 
coal miners, reproductive 
rights, yearning for freedom, 
racial injustice and a 
lullaby for Medgar Evers’ 
son. Later that summer in 
1964, Collins would travel 
through Mississippi trying to 
register people to vote. 


“Life is always full of conflict, 
forever and ever,” she says. 
“It’s also full of Opportunity 
and beauty and blessings 
of art. And that’s why we 
have to get reminded of 
that throughout history.” 
Collins wasn't daunted by 
a lack of audience on her 
recent return to The Town 
Hall. “Oh, no, | can do it 
any way — standing on my 
head, sitting in the bathtub, 
sitting up from a deep 
sleep. The singing and the 
performing are so natural 
to me,” she says. “I love it.” 
When asked If she changed 
the arrangements after 
57 years, she laughed: “| 
sang them like Judy Collins. 
People may complain, but 
that's their business.” 
Someone who was in the 
audience during the Jan. 
19 taping — and someone 
very happy to be there — 
was Melay Araya, artistic 
director of The Town Hall. 
“The way that she fills up 
that space is really unlike 
many artists,” she says. “I 
hope people at home can 
feel that. | hope people at 
home can feel that level 
of intimacy because it was 
really unbelievable. | have 
goosebumps.” 

Collins peppers the new 
concert with — personal 
stories interweaved with 
ones about The Town Hall, 
which is celebrating _ its 
centennial this year. One 
of the songs — “Me and My 
Uncle” — has a fascinating 
history. 
John the 


Phillios, then 








Leonardo's ‘Last Supper’ reopens fo public with short wait 


By CHARLENE PELE 

Associated Press 

MILAN (AP) — COVID-19 restrictions 
have brought a novelty fo art lovers: 
The possibility of seeing Leonardo 
da Vinci's “Last Supper” without 
waiting in line, and with same-day 
tickets possible. Access to the mas- 
teroiece housed inside the refectory 
of the Convent of Santa Maria delle 
Grazie resumed Tuesday after the 
second closure of the pandemic, 
starting in November and the fall 
virus resurgence. The famed mural 
was also closed to the public from 
Feb. 26-June 9, with the double 
closures resulting in an 80% drop in 
visitors last year from 2019's record 
445,728 Leonardo admirers. 


This year remains uncertain, due 
both to virus variants and the slow- 
er-than-anticioated rollout of vacci- 
nations. Museum officials are antici- 
pating a drop of 60% in visitors, with 
an accompanying decrease In rev- 
enues. Access is restricted in the first 
week to just eight viewers every 15 
minutes, going up to 12 starting next 
week. While in the past demand also 
among foreign visitors meant that 
reservations were necessary weeks 
or even months in advance, Emma 
Daftra, director of Lombardy’s state 
museums, said reservations are now 
opening each week with same-day 
tickets possible at the museum. 

“The dramatic COVID emergency 
had the effect of lowering the leg- 





A TV crew films Leonardo da Vinci's 
painting ‘ The Last Supper ‘, dating back 
to 1494-1498 and preserved aft the ex- 
Renaissance refectory of the convent 
adjacent to the sanctuary of Santa 
Maria delle Grazie church, in Milan, 
Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021. 

Associated Press 


endary wait time, and for the pub- 


lic this is a real opportunity,” Daffra 
said. L) 








leader of The Journeymen 
and later of the Mamas & 
the Papas, wrote the song 
and played it one night 
when both he and Collins 
were high on acid. 

“| was stoned fo the 
eyeballs, butlremembered 
all of that song and | went 
home and worked on it 
and practiced it and put it 
on the record,” she recalls. 
“And he said, ‘| don't 
remember writing that 
song.” 

After that first recorded 
concert, Collins would go 
on to write her own songs 
and win a Grammy. Her 
signature songs include 
“Both Sides Now” from her 
hit album “Wildflowers” 
and her take on “Send in 
the Clowns.” She inspired 
a folk-rock classic, the 1969 
Crosby, Stills and Nash hit 
“Suite: Judy Blue Eyes.” 

At The Town Hall encore 
show, Collins added to the 
setlist “Both Sides Now,” 
“Anathea,” “AMaZzing 
Grace” and Jimmy Webb's 
song “Highwayman.” She 
picks them like she picks alll 
of them — by connection. 
“| don't take a song apart 
and say this and that 
and the other thing or try 
to analyze it. It’s how it 
affects me emotionally at 
the beginning, middle and 
end,” she says. 

She's finishing a new 
album, to be released in 
soring 2021 called “Beauty 
and Resistance,” which 
will include “Dreamers,” a 
song inspired by immigrants 
that’s “maybe the best 
thing | ever wrote.” 

“We need beautiful songs. 
We need beautiful poems. 
We need beauty to look 
at and feel, whether it’s in 
nature or painting or art of 
any kind,” she says. “So we 
have fo be prepared to 
embrace the beautiful, but 
also embrace resistance to 
the terrible.” 
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Nadal, Barty advance in straight sets at Australia Open 


By JOHN PYE 

AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Facing a break point 
late in the third set, Rafael 
Nadal sprinted to his left 
and hit a running forehand 
winner from way out wide. 
A slow-motion fist Pump 
was a very subdued cel- 
ebration by his standards. 
The 20-time major cham- 
pion wasn't going to let 
the lingering back soreness 
that bothered him ahead 
of the Australian Open stop 
him from getting through 
the first round as soon as he 
possibly could. 

Laslo Djere, ranked 5éth, 
watched the winner land, 
held out both hands, and 
no doubt wondered what 
more he needed to do to 
win a point. 

When Djere, going for ev- 
erything, double-faulted 
to open what became the 
last game of the match, 
a woman in the crowd at 
Rod Laver Arena yelled out 
‘It's all right, Laslo." 

Easy for her to say. 

Nadal finished off a 6-3, 
6-4, 6-1 win in just under 
two hours Tuesday itn his first 
competitive match of the 
year — he didn't play for 
Spain at the ATP Cup last 
week because of the back 
Stiffness. 

"My back is not perfect, 
as | sald a couple of days 
ago," Nadal said. "Every 
day that Im able to go 
through, probably there 
are more chances to get 
better. That's the thing now 
— there Is always a chance 
to Improve, and that's why 
I'm here playing and fight- 
ing to try to get better and 
then give myself a chance." 
A minor change to his ser- 
vice motion was among 
the precautions he took 
survive’ for the first round. 
‘| need to go day-to-day,’ 
he said, "and just try to stay 


positive." 
He'll next play American 
qualifier Michael Mmoh, 


who outlasted Viktor Troicki 
7-6 (3), 6-7 (3), 3-6, 7-6 (3), 
While Nadal has been slow- 
ly building into the tourna- 
ment, Russia's ATP Cup- 
winning teammates have 
been on droll. 

Daniil Medvedev extend- 
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Spain's Rafael Nadal reacts during his first round match against Serbia's Laslo Djere at the Australian Open tennis championship in 
Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021. 


ed his winning streak to 15 
matches with a 6-2, 6-2, 6-4 
win over Vasek Pospisil and 
seventh-seeded Andrey 
Rublev beat Yannick Han- 
fmann 6-3, 6-3, 6-4. 

In night matches to cap 
Day 2, fifth-seeded Stefa- 
nos Tsitsioas beat Gilles Si- 
mon 6-1, 6-2, 6-1 and No. 9 
Matteo Berrettini defeated 
Kevin Anderson, a two-time 
finalist at majors, 7-6 (9), 
7-5, 6-3. In her first match 
at a major in more than a 
year, top-ranked Ash Barty 
dropped only 10 points in a 
6-0, 6-0 rout of Danka Kov- 
inic. Barty lost to Sofia Kenin 
in the Australian Open 
semifinals last year and 
then skipped the U.S. Open 
and her title defense at the 
French Open because she 
stayed in Australia during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Sofia Kenin struggled with 
nerves in her first match as 
a defending champion at 
a Grand Slam tournament 
earlier in the day before 
beating 133rd-ranked wild- 
card entry Maddison Inglis 
7-5, 6-4, 

But Barty only needed 44 
minutes to advance, say- 
ing she'd missed tennis "ev- 
ery single day" during her 


time away from the sport. 
"The competitor in me 
missed what this is all 
about," she said. "Coming 
out here and really enjoy- 
ing the thrill of the fight." 
Garbine Muguruza, the 
Australian Open runner-up 
last year, defeated Mar- 
garita Gasparyan 6-4, 6-0. 
Players who were forced 
into hard lockdown — not 
allowed to leave their 
rooms for 14 days after 
landing in Australia last 
month — have struggled in 
the opening round. 
Victoria Azarenka, a two- 
time Australian Open 
champion and the runner- 
Up at last year's U.S. Open, 
appeared to have trouble 
breathing and received 
medical attention in the 
second set of a 7-5, 6-4 loss 
to Jessica Pegula of the 
United States. 

Azarenka noted how dif- 
ficult if was to prepare for 
Qa major tournament after 
being one of 72 players 
who were in a hard quar- 
antine for two weeks — not 
allowed to leave their ho- 
tel rooms for any reason 
— after potentially being 
exposed to COVID-19 on 
her flight to Australia. "The 


biggest impact for me per- 
sonally has been not be- 
ing able to have fresh air," 
the 12th-seeded Azarenka 
said. ‘That really took a toll." 
Sloane Stephens lost to No. 
26-seeded Yulia Putintseva 
4-6, 6-2, 6-3 and Paula Ba- 
dosa, who went through 
a three-week isolation be- 
cause she tested positive 
for COVID-19, served for 
the match but dropped the 
last four games and was 
beaten by Liudmila Sam- 
sonova 6-7 (4), 7-6 (4), 7-5. 
Two-time Australian Open 
quarterfinalist Tennys Sand- 
gren also went through the 
hard lockdown. After losing 
to No. 21 Alex de Minaur 
7-5, 6-1, 6-1, Sandgren 
said for those who'd been 
through it, the tournament 
is ‘not feasible." 

‘Ive never walked on to 
a court in a Grand Slam 
knowing that I'm probably 
not going to be able to 
win, he said. 

In other resulfs on a sunny 
Day 2 with the temperature 
in the low 70s Fahrenheit 
(low 20s Celsius), Austra- 
lian wild-card entry Alexei 
Popyrin saved four match 
points to beat No. 13 Da- 
vid Goffin 3-6, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 


Associated Press 
7-6 (6), 6-3 and 17-year-old 
Seaniard Carlos Alcaraz 
defeated Botic Van de 
Zandschulp 6-1, 6-4, 6-4 to 
become the youngest man 
to win a Grand Slam match 
since Thanasi Kokkinakis in 
2014. 
And an even younger 
player, 16-year-old Coco 
Gauff, won 6-3, 6-2 against 
Jil Teichmann to set up a 
second-round showdown 
against fifth-seeded Elina 
Svitolina. 
Other seeded players ad- 
vancing included No. 6 
Karolina Pliskova, No. 21 
Anett Kontaveit and No. 25 
Karolina Muchova. 
No. 13 Johanna Konta left 
the court for medical treat- 
ment after winning the first 
set against Kaja Juvan and 
retired after dropping serve 
and falling behind 2-0 in 
the second. 
Mayar Sherif made history 
for Egyptian tennis, beat- 
ing fellow qualifier Chloe 
Paquet 7-5, 7-5 to become 
the first woman from her 
country to win a Grand 
Slam match. 
“Obviously, If means a lot," 
Sherif said, "because finally 
this is barrier that | had to 
pass, a mental barrier." 
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Lamoureux twins retire after 14 years with USA Hockey 


By JOHN WAWROW 

AP Hockey Writer 

USA Hockey's — twin-sister 
Lamoureux tandem is retir- 
ing after 14 years of inter- 
national competition. 
Jocelyne Lamoureux- 
Davidson and Monique 
Lamoureux-Morando 
made the announcement 
in an article titled “More 
than Medals” that was 
oublished Tuesday on The 
Players’ Tribune website. In 
it, the 3l-year-olds reflect- 
ed on their hockey jour- 
neys, which began when 
they were growing up in 
Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
and were punctuated with 
them helping the United 
States win gold at the Py- 
eongchang Olympics in 
2018. The two played key 
roles in a 3-2 shootout vic- 
tory over Canada in the 
championship game. 
Lamoureux-Morando 
scored the tying goal with 
less than seven minutes re- 
maining, and Lamoureux- 
Davidson scored the deci- 
sive shootout goal to lead 
the U.S. to its second Olym- 
pic title and first since the 
1998 Nagano Games. 

“Our dream since as long 
as we could remember was 
to wear the red, white and 


In this Oct. 2, 2013, file photo, United States Olympic Winter Games hockey players Jocelyne 





Lamoureux, left, and Monique Lamoureux pose for a portrait at the Team USA Media Summit in 


Park City, Utah. 


blue and become Olympic 
champions together,” the 
sisters said in a statement 
released by USA Hockey. 
“As twins, our hockey ca- 
reer and lives will forever 
be intertwined, so it Is only 
fitting that we are retiring 
together as well.” 

Together, the  Lamovu- 
reuxs were members of 
U.S. teams that won six 
world championships and 


Olympic silver at the 2010 
Vancouver and ‘14 Sochi 
Games. 

They most recently repre- 
sented the U.S. by compet- 
ing in a three-game rivalry 
series against Canada last 
year, and afterward both 
took time off fo give birth to 
sons. Their decision fo retire 
comes about a year before 
the 2022 Beijing Games are 
scheduled to open. 


Associated Press 


“When we both started to 
think about retirement, I'd 
think about all the goals we 
had set out fo accomplish 
throughout our careers. 
We have crossed off most 
of those. And the ones we 
came up short one We 
learned from those expe- 
riences and did our best 
along the way,” Lamou- 
reux-Davidson wrote in The 
Players’ Tribune article. 
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“| can look at myself in the 
mirror and be proud. Proud 
of myself, my sister, and the 
teams | was a part of,” she 
added. “Even though our 
playing days have come 
to a close, | Know our roles 
as leaders in the game of 
hockey aren't coming to 
an end any time soon.” 
Lamoureux-Morando  not- 
ed that the challenges of 
balancing a career and 
family played a factor in 
their decision, while hinting 
that “there are more ba- 
bies on the way.” 

Their career numbers with 
USA Hockey were nearly 
identical. Lamoureux-Mo- 
rando finished with 62 goals 
and 81 assists for 143 points 
in 135 games. Lamoureux- 
Davidson had 63 goals and 
75 assists for 138 points in 
137 games. “Monique and 
Jocelyne were fierce com- 
petitors, and their desire to 
win was evident every time 
they wore the USA jersey,” 
USA Hockey executive di- 
rector Pat Kelleher said. 
“They have been a big part 
of the success of our pro- 
gram for many years. We 
thank them for their passion 
and dedication, and wish 
them nothing but the very 
best in the future.” 
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In this July 24, 2020, file photo, empty seats are viewed in Busch 





Stadium as St. Louis Cardinals starting pitcher Jack Flaherty 
throws in the first inning baseball game against the Pittsburgh 


Pirates in St. Louis. 


By RONALD BLUM 

AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Seven- 
inning doubleheaders and 
runners on second base to 
start extra innings will re- 
turn for a second straight 
season under an agree- 
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ment for 2021 health pro- 
tocols reached Monday 
between Major League 
Baseball and the players’ 
association. 

The deal did not include 
last year’s experimental 
rule to extend the desig- 





nated hitter to the Nation- 
al League or expanded 
playoffs. After allowing 16 
teams in the postseason 
last year instead of 10, MLB 
had proposed 14 for this 
year before withdrawing 
that plan last month. 

Last year’s expanded 
playoffs agreement did 
not come together until 
hours before the season's 
first pitch. 

“We're comfortable with 
both rules,” San Francisco 
Giants manager Gabe 
Kapler wrote in a text to 
the AP. “It seems like most 
were good with them in 
‘20, and with a year of 
familiarity under our belts, 
we'll tackle them fine.” 
There were 78 extra-inning 
games last year, and the 
longest by innings were a 
pair of 13-inning contests 
at Houston, won by the 
Los Angeles Dodgers on 


MLB renews 7-inning doubleheaders, runners on 2nd in extras 


July 29 and by Oakland on 
Aug. 7. Every previous sea- 
son since 1901 had at least 
one game of 15 innings or 
longer. 

“During a season with the 
possible delays from COV- 
ID, | think the seven-inning 
and runner on second 
rules will helo any teams 
make up for lost time,” 
Arizona catcher Stephen 
Vogt wrote in a text to The 
Associated Press. “Il would 
love to get back to tradi- 
tional baseball ASAP, but | 
like them for the 2021 sea- 
son.” 

There were 45 games 
postponed for COVID-19- 
related reasons and just 
two were not made up, 
between St. Louis and De- 
troit. In order to accom- 
plisn that, there were 56 
doubleheaders, the most 
since 76 in 1984. About 
12% of games were part of 


doubleheaders, the high- 
est percentage since 13.6 
in 1978. 

“| actually liked both the 
seven-inning doublehead- 
ers and the runner on sec- 
ond,” Oakland manager 
Bob Melvin wrote in a text 
to the AP. “I was skeptical 
at first, but they both were 
successful in my opinion.” 

Houston Astros manager 
Dusty Baker agrees with 
keeping the experiment 
because it “saves pitch- 
ing” during the pandemic. 
“| don’t mind either rule,” 
Baker said in a text to the 
AP. “Besides, what are you 
gonna doze” 

The agreement includes 
more sophisticated con- 
tact tracing for COVID-19 
that includes the use of 
technology, and more 
league rules on behavior 
to comply with coronavi- 
rus protocols.) 








